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ABSTRACT

Providing students with the opportunity to establish
their own learning goals is an essential factor in stimulating then
to assume learning responsibility. Since the experience may be new
for students, careful teacher planning for the first day is necessary
and includes such preparations as creating a guideline of objectives,
arranging the classroom in grpups, obtaining necessary materials
(dittoes, newsprint, markers), and composing a worksheet of specific
directions to be followed by each group as it discusses its goals for
the year. On the second day, full class discussion of the goals set
up by the individual groups provides the opportunity for deciding
upon a final list of class goals for the year. (Sample worksheets for
the first and second days are included.) (JM) :




’

ED 092962

US.OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION 8 WELFARE
NATiONAL INSTITUTE OF

ECGUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO
DUCED ExXaCTLY AS RECE(VED ¥ROAY
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING 1T POINTS OF WIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY RUPRE
SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

TITLE IIT PROJECT

STUDENTS AND TEACHBRS DEVELOP ENGLISH CURRICULUM

Room 109, Francils Junior Hich School
Twenty-fourth and N Streets, N. W,
Washington, D, C. 20037

466 -~ 218, Verna J, Dozier
Elva C. Wells
Project Directors

CLASSROOM-TESTED CURRICULUM IDEAS, Vol. 2, wo, 1
Enabling Students To Set Their Oun Objectives

An important, even more an essential, factor in students' taking responsi-
L1lity for their learningz is that toaey set the goals for that learning.

A person lesrns only what he wants to learn,

The old proverb has it that you can lead a norse to the water but you
can not uwake hix drink.

The first step, therefors, iun helping students to learn how to lzarn is
glving them a responsible stake in what ;oes on in the classroom. Let

what goes on in the classroon be in direct response to their felt needs
as evidenced by what they have said they want to learn,

Having students set their objectives requires careful planning on the

part of the teacher, The experience will be a new one for the students.
o one has probably ever dignified their desires in such a manner before
30 they will not be able to et objectives without a supportivae structure,
If you Jjust ask what do rou want to do this semester, they will probably
say, Take field trips, Have discussions, Learn grammar, lake a day off,;
and you will consider the whole enterprise an exercise in rutility. If
you take the time with your planning, on the other hand, you will fiud
that the students have serious expecteticns of the English classroom

ard realistic ambitions for themselveg for the time they spend there.

Trich Casey of Ballou High School has detailed the strategy she used to
enable students to get their own objectives. It may help you to do the

same.,

It is never too late to start.

Getober, 1973



Cbjectives:

Jdethod:

daterials:

svaluation:

Students set oals for the year
DAY ONG

Students will complete a task as & uember of a .mall group.
Students will set goals for the year,

Before students enter, arrarnge chairs in group.. of four.
This seems to me the optiwum size for a group task
assignment.

Be outside the door when the passing bell rings. Hand eaca
student a ditto as he enters. One per group is not
satisfactory.

Make any social adjustuent secessary--place left-over student
in a group--bresk down too large groups.

When situation seems settled, ask each grcup who has been
named secrestary for the zroup. Give thez secretary newsprint
and a dark color marker. Tell the secretiary to list all the
suggestions the group maikes. Emphasize to the secretary that
he must try to write or print clearly, and in large letters.

Tell the group memoers to sign the back of the newsprint
before turning in the list of goals.,

Let group work.

Remind students of the time five minutes before the bell
is to ring if they are still working,

If you have time left over (I did not) you might zsk the
whole :roup what they liked about working in groups & they
did that day.

dittoes (aAttached)
Newsprint
markers:

group lists



YWorksheet for DAY ONT

SETTING GOALS

Read all the directions before you vegin this assignment,

1. Take a seat in one of the proups of chairs.

Today you will be working in groups to help decide what
thie class will be woriging toward during the year.

2. Select a secretary who will keep notes on your discussion.

3+ Think about Engiish class as a time for working in these areas:
vriting, speaking, reeding and literature,

4o Discuss the tollowing statesent: "At the end of the tentit grade,
the members of this English class wiil be able to ___ .

~ s e ettt i St

5. A3 a group, decide upon as many goals for this class that will fill
the blank in the above stateiient.

6. The secretary will write the goals in the paper given him/her.
7.  All uwembers of the group will sign the 1list of goals.

€. Bring your list to the teacher wnen you are finished.




Ubjectives:

dMethod:

Materials:

Zvaluation:

Students set goals for the year
DAY TWO

As one group, the class will democratically choose goals
for tne year.

Students will clarify statements made the previous day.

Rearrange your desks so that the room is best suited to
a full class discussion. (I use a horseshoe arrangement.)

Have lists from yesterday posted on the front board. Label
each list in some manner so that refersnce to a certain
item on a particular list caun be clear to all listeners.

Lead the class in discussion of the items on each list.

Ask 1f everyone understands what is ieant by each item.

If someone questions an item make sure a member of the group
who made the suggestions explains what the group had in nind.
This can be a real eye-opener for the teachev who assumes he
knows what the group meant. Make sure the 3uestioner is
satisfied witbh the clarification he received.

Take a vote cn ihe jtems on each list. Ask for a "in-
favor' and ah "opposed to" count for each goal. Ask why

a student wants or needs certain goals as well as why
certain goalg were rejected, This will not take as long as
vou may be lmagining since gome suggestions were made two
and thres times within a class.

While this discussion is going on, have a volunteer writing
a master list of the accepted goals.

\inen the discussion ends, post the master list and ask class
if auyoue has cemments. revise if necessary.

You can leave the goals up for the class to glauce at now
and then, or you can make a dittoed list of the goals for
each class so that everyone cai have a copy for his folder.

newsprint from yesterday
newsprint for master list
parker pen

Class approved list of goals for the year.



